
 
 

Western Province Golf Referees Association 
 
 
Good day to all 
 
Feedback first term: 
 
The first term of 2018 has already flown past and we are now getting ready for all the winter golf 
activities. 
The referees turned up in all their numbers on the 21st of January at an U/13 & U/15 event at Milnerton. 
Every 4 ball had a referee walking with them. It was a great opportunity for youngsters to ask rules 
questions, to see relief procedures demonstrated and to be enlightened on etiquette and pace of play 
issues. The referees had a wonderful day and hopefully the players left with a better understanding of a 
few relief options. 
 
The first term was a relative quite period for the referees. The Club Opens are now starting and this 
year, premier league will also take place later in the year. 
However, there were a few tournaments- in March we had the WP woman’s Amateur Championship, 
with Kaylah Williams of Bellville using her home club advantage to clinch the Stroke Play event in 
dramatic fashion. We saw beautiful golf with Danielle du Toit prevailing 3/2 against Cassandra Hall to 
win the Match Play. At the end of April we had the very exciting WP Amateur event, with a most thrilling 
final in the Match play with Stroke play winner, Wilco Nienaber, beating Luca Filippi 3/2 in the 36 hole 
Final. 
The referees in action at these events were able to watch some excellent golf with many highlights.  
https://www.westernprovincegolf.co.za/wilco-nienaber-wins-the-double/ 
 
Being a referee you must spend a long day on a cart, but you are also priviledged to be able to see first-
hand the most incredible and beautiful shots being played! 
 
There is a busier schedule ahead. 
 
New rules: 
 
By now you are aware that the overhaul of all Golf Rules has been completed and that the new rules will 
be effective 1 January 2019. 
Neil Homann of Golf RSA went to the R&A for a workshop during February and he will be responsible for 
Golf RSA’s efforts in getting the rules and training out to all referees and amateur golfers before next 
year. 
The rules are embodied in 3 publications: 

1. The Rules of Golf: (The full edition of the Rules will be written in the third person and include 
illustrations. It is intended to be a more thorough version of the revised Rules.) You can 
download a copy from the R&A’s website.  
https://www.rules.golf/#resourcesarea 

2. The Player’s Edition of the Rules of Golf: (An abridged, user-friendly set of the Rules with 
shorter sentences, commonly used phrases, and diagrams. Written in the “second person,” The 
Player’s Edition is intended to be the primary publication for golfers.) It will cover most 
situations that a golfer normally encounters.  

https://www.westernprovincegolf.co.za/wilco-nienaber-wins-the-double/
https://www.rules.golf/#resourcesarea


3. The Official Guide to the Rules of Golf: this in essence replaces the current Decisions book. It 
will be used by referees, tournament directors and club committees. It will deal with 
explanations and all tasks to be performed by committees (available local rules and information 
on establishing the terms of the competition), and the Modified Rules of Golf for Players with 
Disabilities. It is a comprehensive resource document intended as a supplementary publication.  

 
These 3 publications will be available in print by mid-September. 
 
Neil has confirmed that Golf RSA will work out a training programme that will probably only kick-off 
after September. The current referees, club pro’s, provincial offices and other officials will be first to be 
targeted as they will need to spread the training to all golfers in SA! 
We will offer our services as the WPGRA to WP Golf and we trust that we will help with a programme of 
training in Cape Town to get to all club golfers as quickly as possible.  
We will keep you posted on these developments and trust that there will be enough volunteers from 
our society to help in this regard. 
 
Considering the major changes from next year, we have been holding back on any new level 1 courses re 
the current rules. But we are always available for informal sessions on relief procedures and your club’s 
Local Rules, or any topic that you would like to have discussed. Contact Helénè Marais to arrange.  
We do foresee, however, that from early next year we will have a new Level 1 course to present to any 
interested golfers. 
 
Interesting golfing issues: 
 
We end the newsletter with a look at some interesting issues that occurred on golf courses or some 
newsworthy videos: 
Check out the folowing: 

1. Kelly Kraft’s Tee Shot Strikes Bird in Mid-air 
I think that those of you that, like me, are interested in Rules incidents that happen on the Pro 
Tours will be interested in what happened to Kelly Kraft’s ball after his drive on the 14th hole at 
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina, USA, on Friday 13th April.  
https://www.pgatour.com/news/2018/04/13/bird-strike-kelly-kraft-rbc-heritage-friday-the-
13th.html 

 
2. Lexi Thompson (Again!) penalty: http://www.golfchannel.com/article/golf-central-blog/lexi-

involved-another-rules-controversy-lpga-thailand/?cid=article_trending_p4 
3. Ryder Cup news:  https://twitter.com/twitter/statuses/991029643024261120 

 
Thank you for your interest in the rules. Please give feedback re any issues you may want to raise or 
need information on. 
 
Regards. 
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